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1. SET UP (30 MINS – 1 HOUR)
CCHQ Weblogs are designed to allow classes, departments and schools to upload their projects, as well to communicate and collaborate with others.

The first step when you set up your weblog is to design a unique front page, to catch the attention of visitors and let them know something about your school. 

Once you have logged in using your weblog manager account, the first thing you should do is add some text to the banner section of the front page to introduce your class , department or school. 
Go to weblog control panel and click on “edit banner” to get started (see user guide for detailed instructions).

What can you tell other users about your school? That’s up to you, but here are some suggestions to get you started : 
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Remember you can use the CCHQ weblog editor to change the font, the size of the text and the colour.

Once you have added text you should add a picture to the front page (max file size 1MB).

Again it’s up to you what you choose – maybe a picture of the school building, the school crest, or the class who will be contributing to the weblog. 

To place a picture on the front page you need to place it above or below the text using the front page editor – again see the weblog user guide for detailed instructions. 
Remember, any CCHQ user can visit anyone else’s weblog (and even leave comments) so you want to make your front page colourful and fun to grab people’s attention! 
When you are finished you should contact us (info@chinaclubhq.com) so that we can create an icon to go beside your school name in the Browse Weblogs section. 



2. WEBLOG PROJECTS (2 OR MORE HOURS )
With your front page styled visitors can learn a little bit about your school and get in touch. 

As your next step you might like to consider one of the following CCHQ weblog projects. Don’t forget your area of interest will determine which Subject area your weblog will be located within, and to help others with similar interests to find and possibly get in touch with you more easily.
	Expressive Arts
	Find out about Chinese pop music and create an illustrated weblog profiling some of the most famous current stars.

	Health and Wellbeing
	Learn about the traditions of kung fu and taichi. What do they have in common, and what benefits can they bring for health? Where in your local area can you study them? Create a CCHQ weblog exploring the issue.

	Mathematics
	How does a Chinese abacus work? Find out more online and then create your own Chinese abacus. Take photos step by step, posting the results on a CCHQ weblog.

	Technologies
	Learn about high speed trains in China, including the Maglev in Shanghai. How does the technology of each work? Show your findings with diagrams in a CCHQ weblog.

	Social Studies
	What is life like for young people in China today? What do they do with their freetime? What is school life like in China? Compare it with your own life, posting your findings on a CCHQ weblog.

	Sciences
	Find out more about the development of fireworks in China and profile some recent Chinese events where fireworks have prominently figured. What chemical processes are used  to create the effects? Post your research on a CCHQ weblog.

	Religious & Moral Education
	Research a famous temple in China; learn about its history and find out what happens there today. Introduce the temple to the CCHQ community on a CCHQ weblog.

	Languages
	Create a weblog about the Chinese script. How do Chinese characters work? How did they develop? Can you find some Chinese characters where the shape suggests the meaning?


3. CHINA CLUB HQ WEBLOGS IN...
1. ICT

Weblogs provide a great, straightforward way to introduce pupils to web design. Users use a simplified joomla interface to add and format text and to upload and layout media content, producing a cost-free website in a secure environment (with no random google generated ads!), all with great opportunities for feedback and collaboration with users elsewhere in the CCHQ community. 

Meanwhile more advanced users can use the optional html mode to edit weblog pages directly – a great way to introduce basic elements of html. 

2. ENGLISH

Weblogs are a fantastic tool for literacy, allowing students to create and publish their own material, in a user-friendly live environment which, under teacher supervision, offers exciting opportunities for interaction with other learners of their own age. 

Teachers can use weblogs for just about any China-related writing project, from a study of Empire of the Sun to a short story inspired by the huge collection of video clips within the CCHQ media gallery. And don’t forget the Literature section of the Online Magazine – regularly updated, with features about writing about and from China.
3. THE LIBRARY

With its wide range of engaging, media-rich content, China Club HQ is ideal for use in school Libraries both as a research tool or for fun – and in the context of structured research, CCHQ Weblogs provide the perfect platform for students’ projects.

Weblogs accommodate text, images, video and podcasts, and each weblog can hold as many articles as required; and as the project takes shape, pupils have the opportunity to collaborate, exchange ideas and communicate with other learners undertaking projects of their own.



1. What is your school called and where is it?


2. What class(es) will be contributing to the weblog?


3. What are you hoping to learn about China / what have you been studying about China?


4. What sort of joint projects are you interested in conducting with other schools?











